
Susan Lawson

This weekend was in fact one of great significance as we had anticipated.

I want to honor Tony and Marilyn, in that this past weekend was a direct result and the fruit of their 
lives, their labor, and their sowing. Also, I want to honor Tony for the excellent way he communi-
cated and scattered the seed of the kingdom on Sunday afternoon at East End Fellowship.

The word the Lord had given Mike Morgan (BYKOTA) for the weekend was “Lift-O�.” From all of the 
feedback so far, there is a true sense that “lift-o�” has begun to take place.

As we moved the local COTN o�ce this past week into a space downstairs that will better serve us, 
I realized while in the midst of the relocation that as movement happens there are things that 
become unnecessary, redundant or unusable. These things have to be jettisoned in order to move 
into the next phase. Similar to the space shuttle “lift o�” that we watched this past weekend, as the 
shuttle moves upward the tanks and rockets that were necessary to create the initial lift and 
momentum must be discarded in order for the shuttle to break through the atmosphere. So as you 
lift o�, be prepared to let go of some of the “good” things, even “God” things that got you to the 
place you are and move into what He has for THIS season.

I’d like for you to follow me through a thread of some of the words that the Lord has spoken to us 
over the recent months and years. Stay with me for a few minutes and you will see how things “tie” 
together.

I mentioned in the May newsletter a word that Stephen Herzig had for the local church back in 
2000 or 2001. That word was that the church would be going “under wraps”. I felt in that article 
entitled “Carpe Diem” that the Lord has only recently begun to uncover these “wraps” and as the 
uncovering was taking place, there would be a season of opportunity before us (see May 2012 
newsletter for more).

That season is most definitely upon us! We will quickly begin to see the fruit of the seeds and 
connections that are being forged and re-forged throughout the city and beyond.

Sound a little like it ties into the “lift o�” theme?

The word also came to us at the COTN Prayer Day that we are to declare the message and heart 
that we carry of Fathers and Sons, and of true apostolic authority and government. Furthermore, 
through the authority and mandate that the Lord has given, we have an opportunity to help 
reshape the spiritual identity of Richmond.
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CHURCH OF THE NATIONS

Soaring to New Heights



UPCOMING DATES:
Oct 11-13 – COTN Leadershift (Exeter, UK)
Oct 14 – 17  –  Apostolic Council
Friday, Oct 26, 7:30 –  Prayer  COTN Office
Nov Corporate Gathering – TBA (Early/Mid Nov)
COTNMA Family Meeting – TBA (Nov/Dec)
Dec Corporate Gathering – TBA (Early/Mid Dec)
Jan 13 Corporate Gathering – Stephen Herzig

REMINDER -  prayer is every 2nd Tuesday and 4th Friday
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This ties in directly to the doors and connections that are opening to us. 
The major word for 2012 we received through Tony, was that this would be the year of the 
establishment of true government throughout the body of Christ worldwide and that we needed to 
ensure that we were positioned and aligned correctly. Proper alignment speaks of WHO we are 
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connected with, and proper positioning speaks of what we are 
doing, and of HOW and WHERE we are doing it.

The Lord has been encouraging many of us to continue hone 
our focus as we move into the latter stages of 2012. We need to 
hear His voice clearly in regard to what He has for us to put our 
hand to in this season. If the tip of an arrow is flat, the impact 
will be dispersed and minimized, if the arrow is sharp, the 
impact will be deep. We need to be sure that we are only doing 
what He has for us so we are e�ective and not dispersed.

This morning as I was spending some time with the Lord, I felt 
Him say clearly to me:

“Do not overlook what I will still do in these last weeks of 2012.”

I know this is a word for me as I have spent a great deal of time planning and looking ahead to 2013 
and beyond; however, I felt strongly to also encourage everyone to “not overlook” the remainder 
of 2012 and what the Lord will do. I am not talking about world events, economies, and elections, I 
am talking about for you and for me (our roles, our parts, our opportunities), let’s not overlook the 
remaining weeks of this year. Let’s hear Him, and align and position ourselves rightly where He 
wants us to be as part of the body, one where every joint supplies.

Eph 4:14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking 
the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head--Christ-- 16 from whom the 
whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the e�ective work-
ing by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying
of itself in love.

Looking forward to a fruitful and impacting season!
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Together in Him Ladies Retreat
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Lending a Helping Hand

While the ladies 
enjoyed the sound 
of the waves, the 
guys enjoyed the 
sounds of saws, 
hammers, and 
screwdrivers. 
Greg’s fence is 
now complete.
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“I really thought our 
cluster time was one of 
the best ever! Such a 
warm family feel! Yes, 
we ARE lifting off!”
       Rhonda Lettow
        BYKOTA Church
        Carthage, MO

“We witnessed a continuous 
period of two days with repeated 
examples of individuals that were 
and are “filled with all the fullness 
of God.” I believe it was a glimpse 
of our eternity together, and it fills 
me with joy to remember and to 
anticipate our future together.”
   Wendell Globig
   Oasis Atlee
   Richmond, VA

Lift Off Leader’s Conference


