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Have you ever felt the Lord prompting you to do something and hesitated, wondering, “Is that really You 
Lord?”  If you are anything like me, you have encountered this scenario more than once.  Why is it that so 
often we hear and are hesitant to obey?  Are we fearful of what might happen? What if it wasn’t Him?  Did 
we hear Him right, or was it just a thought?  Why is it that we struggle to hear clearly what the Lord is saying 
sometimes?

I Kings 19:10-13 And as Elijah stood there, the Lord passed by, and a mighty windstorm hit the mountain. It 
was such a terrible blast that the rocks were torn loose, but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind 
there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12 And after the earthquake there was a 
fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire there was the sound of a gentle whisper. 13 When 
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave.

Elijah knew the Lord.

The reality for all of us is as we are growing in our knowledge and relationship with 
the Father, there may be times where we are unsure if it is Him. The more we grow, 
the more we should know.  Jesus said, “My sheep know my voice.”

A great example of this is the parent-child relationship. Anyone who is a parent 
knows their child’s voice.  And most children of a few years of age will be able to 
hear their parent’s voice over others.  Even in a crowd, for parents it may take more 
concentration or focus to discern if the cry you hear is your child or not, but when 
you listen attentively, you know.

GETTING TO THE HEART OF THE MATTER
The Lord is continually speaking to us, showing us opportunities to minister to people, to serve and love 
people. However, there are seasons where there are seemingly more frequent and more impacting 
opportunities.  There are also seasons where doorways to new opportunities open more easily.

I believe that we have been and continue to be in such a season here in Richmond and the surrounding 
Mid-Atlantic region.  Perhaps there is simply a more heightened awareness of the opportunities.  Or maybe 
there is an increased hunger in the perishing for the truth, and a desire for those within the body to connect 
with others for the larger purposes of the advancement of the Kingdom of God, of seeing the culmination 
of what we have prayed for centuries, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on Earth.”  Or maybe both.  
In either case, the opportunity before us is great!
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Over the past months, there have been opportunities taken, and opportunities missed.  We can’t a�ord to 
have opportunity pass us by.  However, we also can’t a�ord to dwell in past, missed opportunities.  We 
can’t change yesterday, we can only work with what we have today.  So let’s endeavor to focus our 
attention on Him so that we can discern His voice above the crowd.  And at times when we are still 
unsure, there is the council of those we are connected with.

A number of years back a wonderful man of God encouraged me that if I was unsure if opportunities that 
were presenting themselves were “of God,” to step cautiously through the door, if it wasn’t a “God” 
opportunity to make the most of it and move quickly back out the door and on to the next.  We most of 
the time see potential opportunities from a fearful, glass is half empty perspective.  “What might happen if 
I do this, or say that?”  Instead of saying (with great enthusiasm), “What might happen if I do this or say 
that?”  As Jonathan declared to his armor-bearer in 1 Samuel 14, “Perhaps the Lord will help us” and went 
on to defeat the Philistines.

UPCOMING DATES:
MAY 20, 4PM – Joining East End Fellowship Celebration
JUNE 25 – JULY 3 – Nicaragua Trip
JUNE 26 – JULY 1 – Advancing the Kingdom: Sonship (MTC)
AUG 26 – East End Fellowship Block Party
SEP 9 – COTN Prayer Day
OCT 5 -7 – Makarios Leaders (Richmond, VA)
OCT 11-13 – COTN Leadershift (Exeter, UK)
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Stephen Herzig had a word for the local church here 
back in 2001 while we were still meeting in the 
storefront at Wilkinson Road.  This word came to my 
remembrance when Stephen and Anita were with us 
about 18 months ago.  The word was that the 
church would be going “under wraps.”  When an old 
stone building is being repaired or restored often 
times there will be wraps around the sca�olding 
which cover the building both to hide and protect 
the building during the restoration process.

I believe the Lord has been preparing us since that time and that we are still “under wraps” in some places 
but He is bringing us out in others.  I know that the Lord has a significant purpose in His kingdom for this 
city and region and we have a part to play in that.  He also has special purposes for each of the nations we 
are linked with.

Take courage in the fact that we know the Lord is at work and that he is faithful to complete the work that 
He has begun, and persevere!

“Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knock-
ing, and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds.  And 
to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.” - Matt 7:7-8
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In the fall of 2010 Mentoring Women was birthed 
out of a desire to see women grow deeper in their 
relationship with the Father and build stronger, 
deeper and long lasting relationships with the 
women around them, and even establish and work 
towards practical life goals.

The first Tuesday evening of each month is marked 
by a room full of ladies chattering loudly about 
recent events, sharing laughter and tears, and 
growing together.  Gathering once a month to 
worship, pray, encourage one another and study 
the Word and an assigned book, these women have 
spurred each other on to go farther than they had 
before.  They also meet monthly with a mentor to 
be challenged, encouraged and inspired to live out 
a deeper walk with the Lord and examine progress 
on personal goals established.  Prayer with weekly 
prayer partners has solidified relationships and 
provided a vital covering for all involved.

We have completed two seasons of Mentoring 
Women, and over this time have seen many 
prayers answered, hearts touched, and relationships 
strengthened both amongst the women and with 
the Father.

In the words of one of the ladies, “I think the most 
important thing gained from Mentoring women is 
how real everyone is able to be and the realization 
that we have so many gifts among us, of which we 
were unaware.  Each one is loving the Lord and 
growing through their struggles and times of 
intimacy.  It causes one to stop any judging and to 
humble ourselves as we learn from each other.”

We are looking forward to see this continue and to 
expand to include an increasing number of ladies, 
both inside and outside of our churches.  We also 
look forward to a ladies retreat in late September 
which will be held in Virginia Beach.  More details 
will follow soon on this!
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Thanks to all who participated in Arts in the Alley a few weeks 
back. Here’s is an excerpt from the most recent news that 
Jeanine sent out.

A few weeks ago, during Arts in the Alley, YOU, together 
with more than 325 other volunteers, spent anywhere 
from two to 26 hours transforming the "commercial 
corridor" in Greater Fulton into a breathtaking outdoor 
art gallery. Buildings and walls were cleaned and primed 
and painted, and seven large murals were painted.

The owner of ProSource Car Wash & Detail - aka the 
location for the classic car wash murals - told us that in 
the days following Arts in the Alley, several people had 
stopped to get their car detailed. They all drive by 
ProSource every day - but never realized it was a car 
detail business. Just one of many ways your faithful 
work is already impacting this community.

THANK YOU for making this project possible!

We will be joining in with them again later in the year and will 
keep you posted on this! In the meantime, enjoy these pictures!


