
Susan Lawson

Over the course of the past year, the Lord has spoken some very specific and directive words to us as
a family of believers. Revisiting those words for the purpose of evaluating obedience, progress and
fulfillment is essential to our correct positioning, alignment, and purpose that the Father has for us.

Early in 2011, “prayer” was the first of the key words that came to us. The Lord spoke to us through
di�erent individuals that “His house was to be known as a ‘house of prayer.’” Don reiterated this word
as he shared in March and provoked testimonies which were centered on the area of prayer. Seeing this
as a necessity, we pursued how to rekindle the corporate prayer life of the church.

At our Easter celebration Tony reemphasized the importance a global perspective and an awareness
of current events on the Earth. However, the crux of his message of was regarding the miraculous and
encouraging us that this kingdom life we live is to be a “naturally supernatural” one.

In late May, we were encouraged by Dave Cape regarding living in the favor of God, which was an
excellent encouragement and reminder that we need to live and operate from the place of blessing
and favor. This is an important principle as we look towards the future. If we are to provoke the world
to jealousy they will most certainly need to see the favor of God in our lives. Moses captured this in
Exodus 33 in his dialogue with God, "For how then can it be known that I have found favor in Your sight,
I and Your people? Is it not by Your going with us, so that we, I and Your people, may be distinguished
from all the other people who are upon the face of the earth?"

In September, as we looked towards the 10th anniversary of 9/11, there began a shift in the tone of how
the Lord was speaking to and leading us.

Our COTN Prayer Day, which unintentionally coincided with the 10th anniversary of 9/11, again proved
to be a powerful time which catapulted us into the last part of the year and into this year. Following
that time, we began to reinstitute corporate prayer times, with Bruce and Mary Adams spearheading
the e�ort. While still very much in seed form, the necessity of these prayer times has been a�rmed
through fruit we have already seen.

In October, fresh from our COTN conference in Calgary, the Lord prompted me to share
regarding “rediscovering” family, reemphasizing our core values and family as the essence of those
values. Also, at that time, the exhortation came through Chuck Caine, “What are we struggling or
fighting for?” See Colossians 1 & 2.

Chris Yeatts shared in December regarding “the contract and the ring.” Again emphasizing our position
as “sons” of the Father, and also emphasizing the Armor of God, particularly our feet being shod with
the preparation or readiness of His peace.
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Looking around, at the close of 2011, the world teetered precariously down a path of economic and
political turmoil. At present, a few weeks later, the world continues on that path of uncertainty and
instability.

Tony Apostolically challenged us at the close of January that this year would be the most significant year
that most of us have lived through. The transition from ’11 to ’12, from turmoil to the establishment of

true order and government, would be our choice and also that we have to have ears to hear what the
Spirit is saying this year.

We need to be able to accurately discern the times that we are living in, to be tuned in to what the
Father is saying and doing, and position ourselves to act in obedience to His leading and guiding.

This life in the kingdom is love, joy, and peace in the Holy Ghost, we can live in prosperity, in the
abundance of all things, have fun, and enjoy life; however, we need to remember that we are engaged
in a war. Tony mentioned Floyd McClung’s sentiments that when you come into the kingdom of God,
you take on the persona of a warrior. The only question becomes who or what you fight, because you
will fight.

In our fast-paced culture that drives us to work, work, work, and to fill the remaining gaps with a myriad
of entertainment, it’s easy to ignore, write-o�, or give up on the everyday battles that we face. Maybe
this is because we know the end of the story and are content with that; however, while we know the
end of the story, there are people around us a�ected by those everyday battles, and we may have the
opportunity to help rewrite their story, by connecting them with the Father.

So I conclude by echoing Chuck’s question from October, “Who are you struggling (fighting) for?”
Choose to engage in the fight.

For those around you, you may be the di�erence in them making eternity and living in the place of
blessing the Father has for us.

UPCOMING DATES:
MARCH 6 – Tony and Marilyn Arrive Home

MARCH 9 – David Bailey Concert & Book/CD Launch

MARCH 11 – Corporate Gathering

MARCH 13 & 30 – Prayer

APRIL 8 – Easter Celebration

APRIL 20-22 – Advancing the Kingdom: Photography (Carthage, MO)

SEPT 9 - COTN Prayer Day

OCT 5–7 – COTN Makarios Leaders/Richmond Community Outreach
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Gospel for Asia
Susan Lawson

When I was 18 years old, I went on a three-week mission 
trip to India and found out about a ministry called Gospel 
for Asia. Gospel for Asia (GFA) supports approximately 
16,000 national missionaries in 10 South Asian countries 
(India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, 
etc). These Asian believers are helping advance the 
Kingdom and planting churches as they share the love of 
Christ in word and deed. In addition to preaching the 

Good News, GFA-supported missionaries help provide water wells in communities lacking 
ample clean water, rebuild communities after natural disasters, minister to victims of leprosy, 
and provide education in both academics and life skills to impoverished children through 
Bridge of Hope, a child-sponsorship program.  
 
After graduating college, I served in GFA’s headquarters in Texas during an 11-month disciple-
ship program. This o�ce promotes awareness and seeks out sponsors for the missionaries and 
Bridge of Hope children. My specific role was working in the writing department, producing 
stories for the website and print publications. It was a great way for me to use the gifts and 
passions God has given me to assist our brothers and sisters in Asia. At the end of the program, 
God opened the door for me to become a sta� member. When I am finished developing a 
support team, I will return to Texas to work with GFA for at least 2 years!  

I am grateful to you, my COTN family, for standing with me. Many of you have been with me 
on this journey since before I went on my first trip to India at age 18! Thank you for praying for 
me, encouraging me, and supporting me financially. 
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If you would like to know more 

but are not on my newsletter list, 

please contact me through email 

(Susan.Lawson@my.wheaton.edu) 

or phone (804-366-0355)



Arrabon Book & CD
David Bailey

11am Sunday morning still is one of the most segregated hours in 
America. There are a lot of factors, but worship preferences is one of 
the major factors that divide Christians in worship. Music and worship 
preferences segregate people of various races, ethnicities, ages, 
traditions, economic statuses, and more. Over the past 10 years David 
Bailey has used music as a tool in the reconciliation process. He has 
written a book to give Christian communities the practical tools to 
implement inclusive worship practices in their gatherings. Many 
people are not accustomed to having multi-cultural music in their 
worship experiences, so he also produced a CD as an accompanying 
soundtrack to the book.

Here are a few questions we asked David regarding the book and CD Project:

Q: When did the vision or idea for the book first come about? How long did it take to 
write and produce?
A: The idea for the book began about 5 years ago as I was working to help churches in this 
area of diversity in worship. The writing process was about 6 months, and I have been 
working on editing the book for around 3 years.

Q: Where did the name Arrabon come from?
A: Arrabon is the Greek word which means a deposit, or the first installment of a purchase 
and by implication “a foretaste of things to come” as in the book of Revelation where 
every tribe and tongue and nation is represented before the throne of God.

Q: Who is the book written for?
A: The book is primarily written for those who would be involved in organizing and 
orchestrating worship service; however, the first portion of the book will benefit anyone 
interested in participating in a more diverse worship environment.

Q: What’s next?
A:           Book and CD Launch Concert
WHEN:   7:30pm, Friday, March 9th, 2012
WHERE: Bon Air Baptist Church
               2531 Buford Road 
               Richmond, VA 23235
COST:     Free!!!!

    www.makingamelody.com
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