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The writer of Hebrews exhorts us in the beginning of chapter 12 to "throw off everything that hinders" 
and run the race set before us with perseverance, looking to the author and finisher of our faith, who 
for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame. The writer continues that we should 
"consider Him who endures such hostility from sinners, lest we grow weary and lose heart (or grow faint 
in our souls)." 

We have spoken a lot about "abiding" over recent weeks. We have explored the fact that Jesus says, 
apart from [Him, we] can do nothing. Most of us have probably concluded that "abiding" is in the very 
least important. While we may continue to discover what that means more fully and what it looks 
like over time; it is nonetheless imperative if we hope to be "fruitful." 

So many times, we end up focusing our attention on "what is wrong." This is the greatest hindrance 
in so many ways to us "abiding" in Him and moving forward. We focus on what is wrong with us, with 
those around us, with how we do things, with how other people do things, why other people do things, 
how those things impact us, why things don't work, or shouldn't work, or can't work, and on and on. 

The writer of Hebrews spells out very clearly that we should be "laser" focused on Him, not on the 
circumstances around. When Jesus called Peter out of the boat it wasn't until Peter removed his eyes 
from Jesus and began to look at the impossibility of the circumstances around him that he began to sink. 
Ever happen to you? My initial answer was yes, and then I really had to ask, "Have I ever really gotten 
out of the boat?" Yes, I have. 

You see, for each of us, it may not be walking on water, but it's doing whatever it is that He has asked 
us to do. No more, no less. There it is again, "do whatever He tells you to do." Then Jesus answered 
and said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the 
Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also does in like manner. Joh 5:19 

Regardless of where we are on our walk, if He calls us out of the boat, if we stay focused on Him, we 
will be fine. Peter had no experience walking on water! But he did know his Shepherd voice, and when 
Jesus called him out of the boat, he trusted his Shepherd. 
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So in answer to the title question, according to Hebrews, it's offense! It doesn't say to fix all the 
hindrances and the sin (or everyone else's sin) which easily entangles us, it says to "throw them off" and 
run forward with perseverance and focus. It doesn't mean that "ignorance is bliss" and we should just 
ignore all of the problems and issues we face; however, He is calling us to live at a higher level. To live in 
the fullness of His ways, principles, values, conducts. To live above the circumstances of the world that 
we live in. We know that we are promised hardship. It is how we face, endure and conquer hardship 
that determines the outcome for us. John Maxwell says often "It's your attitude that determines your 
altitude." 

Paul says to Timothy, "You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No one 
engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted 

him as a soldier. 5 And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless he competes 
according to the rules. 6 The hard-working farmer must be first to partake of the crops. 7 Consider 
what I say, and may the Lord give you understanding in all things." 2Ti 2:3-7 

The ambition of a soldier is to win the war, not merely endure hardship of it. The goal of playing sport is 
to win. The goal of the hard-working farmer is to produce a harvest. 

We likewise are called to live in VICTORY ! 

- Jason Pascale 



UPCOMING DATES:
Prayer & Fasting (Wednesdays thru MAR 13)

FEB 22 7:30pm, Prayer @ COTN Office

FEB 24 Family Meeting

MAR 10 10am, Celebration @ Comfort Suites

MAR 12 Mentoring Women

MAR 22 7:30pm, Prayer @ COTN Office

MAR 24 Family Meeting
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A LOOK AHEAD:
MAY CELEBRATION - Tony Fitzgerald
JUNE - Dave Cape, Celebration of 
           Servanthood (Tentative)

A month ago we were served by Anita and challenged 
by Steve. We heard a charge: Can you reduce your call 
to one sentence?
When Steve challenged us in the meeting, I almost 
asked him for his one sentence call. I barely held my 
peace, but I wanted to hear his experience, so we had 
lunch together. Steve described to me the process he 
went through to reduce his call to one sentence. He 
enlisted the help of a high-profile personal coach who 
consults with several Fortune 500 companies. She 
worked with him for fourteen hours to help him 
develop his call which is: I reach the heart of God and 
confront the church with choices. For those of you 
who know Steve, this is a wonderful description of his 
life and ministry and the certainty of it has helped him 
and Anita immensely in the last difficult year of their 
life. 2 Pt 1:10 give diligence to make your calling and 
election sure.
This reminds me of a description I once heard of the 
dance of life as a 2-step—to know God and make him 
known; with each new revelation--to know Him and 
make him known. As the man was describing it, he 
was dancing a 2-step. If I could stand up, I’d show you. 
It’s so much more visceral if you can see it. Perhaps we 
can consider that as a template for understanding our 
own call. How do I uniquely know God and make him 
known?

I’ve been using the Strength Finder to work on my own 
one sentence call. It is a work in process, but here is the 
current draft: I discover the currents of God’s move in 
the world and find ways to flow with them in both 
business and the church. That sentence describes my 
work for the last 21 years of writing an investment 
newsletter and an 11 year journey from institutional 
church to life with you‘all. I can trace the first part of 
the sentence to my #1 strength from the Strength 
Finder, learner, and the last to my #3 strength, 
achiever. You may hear more from me as I make 
certain and move in my call. 
I recommend using the Strength Finder to help 
discover who you are. Meditate on the book’s descrip-
tion of each of your strengths. To quote from it, Truly 
you cannot be anything you want to be—but you can 
be a lot more of who you already are. 
So we have a few helps: the 2-step dance of life and the 
Strength Finder. Consider how this also applies to our 
larger group, in the house church and as a cluster. What 
is our call? How do we uniquely know God and make 
Him known? We heard the word that we are a pioneer 
community. What does that mean in how we gather 
and do ministry together? We are praying diligently 
for God to speak to us about our direction together. We 
should pay close attention when he answers. I believe 
he has already begun through Anita & Steve.

- Wendell Globig


